Host Guide & Application
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Dear Potential Host,
Thank you, for inquiring about becoming a host.
 We are looking for a few selective families throughout the 5 boroughs of NYC that we could work & share this homestay experience with. These host families will be put on our website along with a simple profile & a few words of their own.

 Americana Homestay Host Service goal is not to spread ourselves so thin that the hosting gets compromised. Quality control is very important.
  However before an application can be given, please familiarize yourself with what a Homestay is and what hosting a student in tales. Should you wish to proceed with hosting a student then please email me at eq66@optonline.net, and we’ll set up an appointment.
An application may be given to you after a visit to your home from Americana Homestay Host Service. During the visit, together we go over the job description & daily activities of a Host. We also view & go over the assigned room the guest will occupy during their homestay experience and accessibility of public transportation since 99% of guests will be students who will go to school in NYC.  
Note: Ideally we would like to host ALL the time. There will be MANY times where there are empty slots depending on the season & the number of student/guest applicants received. There will be a time in the beginning of your hosting experience where you will break even between the host compensation and expenses.
 At first there may be more expenses on your part because of the bedroom set-up unless you currently have one. In short time, the compensation really becomes that “extra income”.
 Focus 110% on the guest you are assigned to host and during the “empty nest” phase, “catch up” on other personal or household items when you’re not hosting. (That’s what we do!)

This “extra income” (currently $500.00 monthly pp) is not guaranteed throughout the year. You will be an Independent Contractor of Americana Homestay Host Service. You are responsible for paying your own taxes on the compensations you receive and knowing your expendable deductions.

 This may sound corny to you but I must say it:
 “THE GREATEST RETRIBUTION FOR THE HOUSEGUESTS & FAMILIES IS THE LASTING MEMORY.  IF LUCKY DURING THE HOMESTAY EXPERIENCE, A DEEP, LASTING FRIENDSHIP (BOND) DEVELOPS BETWEEN THEM. ”

In other words, it’s priceless for both Host & guest. This friendship between you & your houseguest could have them coming back to you all on their own. 

What is a Homestay?

In general, a homestay is having a temporary houseguest experience by observation, the American culture of today when visiting an American home & taking part of positive daily activities as a family member.
 Guests pay their expenses for host service, room & board.
Students that stay in a Homestay find that their English improves dramatically through conversation & everyday interaction with their Host. There is a greater sense of security & exposure to the many forms of today’s American family in the United States.
 They participate with cultural opportunities like family activities, different holiday celebrations, sporting events & witnessing the interactive relationship on several facets between family members that constitutes the Americana NYC life.   
We are delighted that you took an interest & are inquiring about the host service.
Americana Homestay Host Service is not about providing accommodation. Our guidelines are different than other regular homestay guidelines. We emphasize on providing a host service, somewhat implementing a unique bed & breakfast feel.
 We emphasize on treating our homestay guest like one of our own family members (now is the time to reflect & work on your interactions among yourselves) or better. Let’s show by example the great attributes that we offer in this Americana life of ours for our international friends to bring back home with them.
Our guideline includes: (Note: Americana Homestay will assist you in setting up & decorate at your request at no extra charge.)

Bedroom
1) Provide a private room for one guest with a bed, shelf/drawer space/closet. A desk & chair to study.
2) When hosting two guests, (this set-up is preferred) provide a private room with two beds, shelf/drawers space/closet. 
3) Bedrooms need to be decorated in whimsical, colorful interior, and theme-like. Should have a fresh painted look. It should be impressive when your guest walks in for the first time. It should be impressive to you when YOU walk in.
4) Bedroom furniture should be safe/ fairly new or used but with upscale charm.

5) Sheets should be 300/400/600/1200 thread count cotton white preferred/color sheets should coordinate with the bedroom colors.
6) Push featherbeds should be under sheets.

7) Quilts, comforters, coverlets, or bedspread should coordinate with the décor. May be the focal point.
8) Artificial foliage/novelty and accessory items should pull the room together. 

9) Maid service should be provided based on agreement on number of days per week between host and guest. A) Once a week bed sheet change. 


              B) Emptying bedroom garbage bin.


              C) Daily air freshening with air freshener/incense etc….


              D) Basic straightening up; organizing 


              E) Daily bed making morning or before guest arrives.

              F) Sweep or vacuum floors weekly.
Bathrooms
1) Bathrooms may be shared with respect to each other’s privacy. 

2) Bathtub, showers, toilets, sink, and floor should be cleaned weekly.

3) Interior décor of bathroom should be just as nice as the bedroom décor. 

4) Bathroom amenities (shampoo, conditioner, soap,….) Color Sticker System 
Kitchen

1) A variety of breakfast items is to be provided for guest to choose from & self serve if the Host isn’t around. (Cereal, bars, fruit, cake, eggs etc….)
2) Catered, hot breakfast may be provided on weekends if the Host is available.
3) Refrigerator space is to be provided & light cooking facilities available. 

4) Dinner table should be set/ background music/incense-optional upon guest arrival if Host is available.

5) Hot dinner is to be provided/served to the guest. Arrangements should be made for guests to have a hot meal if the Host isn’t available. Guests should not be imposed to pay for their take-out. 

6) Guests should not be imposed to wash their dishes. (However, they could be encouraged nicely, yet it’s up to them. Don’t invite them back on a next trip if it really bothers you.)
7) Kitchen should be cleaned up nightly. Refrigerator should be kept clean on the inside at all times. Throw out old food weekly. Stovetop, counters, dinning table, should be wiped down with kitchen cleaners. Kitchen garbage should be tied up.
Miscellaneous Items (no specific order)
1) A key to the premises is to be provided to the guests with instructions given on opening/closing the door. Guest over legal age should not be imposed a curfew but could call for safety issues.  

2) The Host should provide transportation information/maps/brochures/daily happenings of things to do around the surrounding area or destination. 
3) Host should also “invite” the guest to participate in daytime or evening activities. This is a good time for the host to get out more often, do things and enjoy themselves as well as the guest. 

4) The houseguest should be treated like a member of the family or better.

5) Host should go over written really important house rules with their guests and given a copy of them. Do not list petty house rules. 

One Other Thing: (A handshake is a great beginning upon introduction!)
1) The Host needs to remind themselves that their guest is only temporary & that it’s a temporary situation.
2)  There are disadvantages & advantages to ALL jobs. Reflect on your own day job and you’ll see what we mean. Hosting is no exception. However, it has positive advantages & it’s a great thing what you are doing. (After a long day at work, we look forward coming home to host our guest.) 

3) It is hard work. It takes effort. Make it fun for you. Pretend it’s your little ‘bed & breakfast” thing. Have fun decorating, remodeling, change your mind and redecorate some more. Seasonally….. go all the way!
4)  Focus your work on making the outcome a positive one for your guest AND if you see any deviation from that, then change self attitude.
5) Americana Homestay Host Service is working on cash incentives for Host families as an extra Thank You. 

6)  Most of the time the student guest are younger than the host. With that being said, it is the Host who sets the positive example if an uncomfortable situation should one arise. Host should not take personal or be sensitive to certain gestures or tones of language students. It’s usually part of their way of speaking.   
7) You are not on your own. We will provide several homes visits, tips, suggestions, checklists, to-do lists, household cleaning list, to use as a guide. 

8) After all is said, done & tried, Host could drop-out at anytime. However please let Americana Homestay Host Service know ahead of time so we could look for a replacement.

Ready to make that phone call now…
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